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                        How To - information sheet
Light Graffiti is part of Seen in the Light exhibition - EGAGвЂ™s contribution to Creative Gippsland be inspired Arts Festival during the month of May
ВWhat is Light Graffiti?
Light graffiti is simply long exposure photography using lights to draw and create images and add effects to the
photographs.
What you need!
1. Tripod or steady flat surface to rest the camera
2. Point and shoot digital camera or a SLR digital camera
3. Light source (that can be moved around)
- LED torch or normal torch
- Bicycle light
- Toy lights (light sabre)
4. Location, dark or dimly lit area
5. A friend to help вЂ“ you can create images by yourself but it is much easier with help
The Tripod or Steady Surface
When taking long exposures, your camera must remain still or the movement will show in the final image, this is called
camera shake. A sturdy tripod is best but if you donвЂ™t have access to one any flat steady surface that supports your
camera and does not shake will do.
The Camera
A camera with long exposure capabilities is necessary for taking these kinds of photos. Most digital point and shoot
cameras have a night photography mode or night scene (long exposure capability). If you have access to a digital
SLR camera (Single Lens Reflex), thatвЂ™s even better as you have more control over exposure.
The Light Source
In theory, just about any battery, powered light will work (battery powered lights allow mobility). LED torches are
among the best for drawing with light. TheyвЂ™re compact, bright, and come in all sorts of great colours. Glow sticks
and toy light sabres are also perfect for creating light graffiti.
The Location
Any location, as long as there is minimal daylight. A dark or dimly lit room may be used but outside at night is best. An
area lit by streetlights or moonlight is ideal; this can add another dimension to your image. The darker the location,
the longer the exposure and the more time you have to draw.
Getting Started
вЂў
вЂў
вЂў
ISO
Set the camera on 100 ISO, especially if there is a lot of ambient light (available light). Keeping the camera
on 100 ISO increases exposure time and reduces the amount of noise or grain in the image.
Manual control camera - SLR
Aperture
Keep the aperture (f-stop) closed down to f16. This lets less light in, increasing the length of time the shutter
needs to be open giving you more time to work on your graffiti.
Shutter Speed
As a rule the longer the shutter speed the better. However, if there is a lot of ambient light (available light),
keep the shutter open only as long as necessary to create your image. You donвЂ™t want to over expose the
background.
Technique
Pick a place where you can either have a dark background to create your image or select a location where you
can integrate the surroundings in to your photograph. After you have selected your location, set up your camera on
a tripod or flat sturdy surface. Set your point and shoot camera to вЂ�night sceneвЂ™ or if you have manual controls set
the camera to f16 15sec. You will need to experiment with shutter speed, as the ambient light will determine this but
remember the longer the shutter speed the longer you have to create your image.
Your next step is to mark out the viewing area. One person stands out in front of the camera where the photo is to be
taken and one person behind the camera looking through the viewfinder. The person in front of the camera should
walk from the extreme on one side to the extreme on the other side while the person looking through the viewfinder
lets the other person know how far they can go to each side while still being in-frame. Mark the edges of the frame
by placing a stick, object on the ground, or make a mental note.
Now that you have, the area marked in which you can work. Have the person who will be creating the light graffiti
stand within the marked out area holding a torch to light up themselves. This is to help you focus, once you have
done this you are ready to go!
After you press the shutter button, the person can begin moving the light to draw shapes and patterns in the air. If
the person moves quickly enough, the camera will only record the patterns of light. The camera may also record the
background if it is lit by other sources such as moon or streetlights (ambient light).
If you want to write words or numbers the easiest way is by having both you and the light source face the camera,
you can then write normally just as you would on a piece of paper. The writing on the images will be backwards but
all you have to do is flip the photograph horizontally once the image has been down loaded to a computer.
Try using different light sources, backgrounds and exposures. There is no limit to how creative your photographs can
be.
Google images вЂ�Light graffitiвЂ™ to get ideas and see what other people are creating.
Suggested websites to visit:
www.digitalpicturezone.com/digital-pictures/25amazing-light-graffiti-pictures/
www.toxel.com/inspiration/2009/01/08/20-beautiful-examples-of-light-graffiti/
www.thecoolist.com/light-graffiti-10-masters-of-light-painting-photography/
Please email your images with your name and town to [email protected]
Image size; 14cm x 21cm (A5) 300dpi jpeg is preferable or no larger than 2megs.
Selected works will be posted on the EGAG website, printed and displayed in the East Gallery as part of the Seen in
the Light exhibition from the 29th Apr to 17th May 2011. (By submitting images you are giving EGAG permission to post
your images with your name and town on the East Gippsland Art Gallery and associated websites.)
Images will be excepted from the 1st of March until the 17th of May 2011
Definitions
Ambient light or Available light refers to any source of light that is not explicitly supplied by the photographer for the purpose of
taking photos. The term usually refers to the sources of light that are already available naturally or artificially (e.g. the sun, moon,
lighting, room lights).
Shutter Speed is a common term used to discuss exposure time, the effective length of time a cameraвЂ™s shutter is open. The total
exposure is proportional to this exposure time, or duration of light reaching the image sensor.
Aperture or f Number is a hole or opening through which light travels. The smaller the aperture (f32) the less light and greater
depth of field. The larger the aperture (f1.8) the more light and less depth of field.
ISO is how sensitive your film or digital camera is to light
Image Noise is the random variation of brightness or color information in images produced by the camera sensor and circuitry of
a digital camera. Digital cameras will show image noise as random speckles throughout the picture.
East Gippsland Art Gallery
2 Nicholson Street, Bairnsdale Vic 3875
www.eastgippslandartgallery.org.au
East Gippsland Art Gallery is principally
funded by the East Gippsland Shire Council
with support from Arts Victoria
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