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                        APUSH
COURSE RE-DESIGN
2014 OVERVIEW
Ron Olson
College Board Faculty Consultant
AP teacher at Clover Park High School
Summer 2014
When Will the Course and Exam Change?
вЂў Course will be taught starting
2014-15
вЂў First exam: May 2015
вЂў Curriculum FrameworkвЂЁ
available as of Fall 2012 at
advancesinap.collegeboard.org
Why Change?
вЂў Part of broader effort across APВ®
вЂў Responds to appeals fromвЂЁ
teachers for clarified learningвЂЁ
objectives, increasedвЂЁ
flexibility and depth
вЂў Embraces college-levelвЂЁ
emphasis on historicalвЂЁ
thinking skills
вЂў Aligns the expectations for all
3 AP history courses
вЂў Encourages students to вЂњthink like historiansвЂќ
A Tour of the APВ® U.S. History Curriculum
Framework
The Curriculum Framework
в–Є Provides clear learning
objectives
в–Є Emphasizes historical thinking
skills
в–Є Defines what is assessable on
the AP Exam
в–Є Helps teachers prioritize
Download from advancesinap.collegeboard.org
Work, Exchange,вЂЁ
andвЂЁ
Technology
Peopling
Identity
Politics вЂЁ
and Power
7
Environment вЂЁ
and Geography вЂ”
PhysicalвЂЁ
and Human
Course вЂЁ
Themes
Ideas, Beliefs, вЂЁ
andвЂЁ
Culture
AmericaвЂЁ
in the вЂЁ
World
Historical Thinking Skills Foster Critical Analysis and Interpretation
Skill Type
Chronological
Reasoning
Comparison and
Contextualization
Crafting Historical
Arguments from
Historical Evidence
Historical
Interpretation and
Synthesis
Historical Thinking Skill
в–Є Historical Causation
в–Є Patterns of Continuity and Change over Time
в–Є Periodization
в–Є Comparison
в–Є Contextualization
в–Є Historical Argumentation
в–Є Appropriate Use of Relevant Historical Evidence
в–Є Interpretation
в–Є Synthesis
Nine Periods: 1491 to the Present
Period
Date Range
1
Approximate Percentage ofвЂ¦
Instructional
Time
AP Exam
1491-1607
5%
5%
2
1607-1754
10%
3
1754-1800
12%
4
1800-1848
10%
5
1844-1877
13%
6
1865-1898
13%
7
1890-1945
17%
8
1945-1980
15%
9
1980-Present
5%
45%
45%
5%
Concept Outline
Promoting Flexibility and Depth
вЂў The concept outline defines вЂЁ
required course content:
вЂ“ Key and supporting concepts
вЂ“ Essential historical details
вЂў The statements in the вЂЁ
outline focus on large-scale вЂЁ
historical processes and вЂЁ
major developments.
вЂў Teachers choose relevant details to illustrate concepts.
Concept Outline
A Closer Look
Period 5,
Key Concept 5.1
The United States became more connected with the world as
it pursued an expansionist foreign policy in the Western
Hemisphere and emerged as the destination for many
migrants from other countries.
I. Enthusiasm for U.S. territorial expansion, fueled by economic and national
security interests and supported by claims of U.S. racial and cultural superiority,
resulted in war, the opening of new markets, acquisition of new territory, and
increased ideological conflicts. (ID-2) (WXT-2) (WOR-5)(WOR-6)(ENV-3)(ENV-4)
I.D. U.S. interest in expanding trade led to economic, diplomatic,
and cultural initiatives westward to Asia.
Teachers have flexibility to use examples such as the following:
clipper ships, Commodore Matthew PerryвЂ™s expedition to Japan, missionaries.
Focusing on Key Developments
2.1.III In teaching about British colonial development, teachers can
choose to illustrate each region by focusing in depth on one
colony from three regions, not the specifics of all 13 colonies.
4.1.II Teachers can illustrate the growth of democratic and social
idealism by focusing in depth on one or more antebellum
reform movements, not every group, individual, or movement
(Charles Finney, Brook Farm, Oneida Community, temperance
movementsвЂ¦).
7.1.II Teachers can focus in depth on one or more pieces of federal
legislation illustrating the Progressive desire to regulate
corporate abuses and the economy, not all acts and agencies
(Elkins Act, Pure Food and Drug Act, Federal Reserve ActвЂ¦).
Learning Objectives:вЂЁ
вЂў Thematic Learning Objectives describe what
students should know and be able to do by the end
of the APВ® U.S. History course.
вЂў All questions on the APВ® U.S. History Exam will
measure student understanding of the Learning
Objectives.
вЂў Learning Objectives are designed to allow students
flexibility in drawing on examples to answer
questions.
Learning Objectives
Theme
Key
Key
Concept
Key
Concept
Key
Concept
Concept
Skill
Learning
Objective
An overarching idea for the course as a whole
Specific events in U.S. History where we can study this
theme in context
Ways that historians investigate and reason about
this phenomenon
Statement about what students should know
and be able to do to regarding this overarching
idea to succeed on the AP Exam
Learning Objectives
Theme
Key
Key
Concept
Key
Concept
Key
Concept
Concept
Identity
e.g., Period 5, Key Concept 5.1.I
Enthusiasm for U.S. territorial expansion, fueled by
economic and national security interests and supported
by claims of U.S. racial and cultural superiority,
resulted in war, the opening of new markets,
acquisition of new territory, and increased ideological
conflicts.
Skill
Patterns of Continuity and Change over
Time
Learning
Objective
Students demonstrate understanding of
ways that debates over national identity
have changed over time.
Learning Objectives
Overarching question:
вћў How and why have debates over American national identity changed over time?
Learning Objectives
Students are able to...
In the Concept
Outline:
ID-1вЂЁ
Analyze how competing conceptions of national identity were
2.3.II, 3.1.II,
expressed in the development of political institutions and cultural 3.2.I, 4.1.III
values from the late colonial through the antebellum periods.
ID-2
Assess the impact of Manifest Destiny, territorial expansion, the
Civil War, and industrialization on popular beliefs about progress
and the national destiny of the United States in the 19th century.
4.1.III, 5.1.I, 5.3.III, 6.3.II
ID-3
Analyze how U.S. involvement in international crises such as the
Spanish-American War, World Wars I and II, the Great Depression, 7.1.III, 7.3.II, 7.3.III, 8.1.III
and the Cold War influenced public debates about American
national identity in the 20th century.
The APUS History Exam
APUS History Exam Design
Type, Time, and Percentage of Total AP Exam Score
Section I
Part A: Multiple-choice questions
(55 questions, organized in sets of 2в€’5)
вЂў
вЂў
55 minutes (40%)вЂЁ
Each set is focused on one or more learning objectives.
Each set is organized around primary or secondary sources.
Part B: Short-answer questions (4 questions)
45 minutes (20%)
Section II
Part A: Document-based question (1 question)
60 minutes (25%)
Part B: Long essay question (1 question selected from 2)
35 minutes (15%)
Sample: Stimulus for Multiple-Choice Set
Questions 1.1вЂ“1.3 refer to the following quotation.В вЂњI believe that progressivism was a radical movement, though not by the common measures вЂЁ
of economic and political radicalism... Progressives were radical in their conviction that
other social classes must be transformed and in their boldness in going about the business of
that transformation... The sweep of progressivism was remarkable, but because the
progressive agenda was so often carried out in settlement houses, churches, and schoolrooms,
in rather unassuming day-to-day activities, the essential audacity of the enterprise can be
missed. Progressivism demanded a social transformation that remains at once profoundly
impressive and profoundly disturbing a century later.вЂќ
вЂ“ Michael McGerr, A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in
America 1870вЂ“1920, 2003
Learning Objective: POL-3
Students can explain how activist
groups and reform movements, such
as antebellum reformers, civil rights
activists, and social conservatives,
have caused changes to state
institutions and U.S. society.
(Also WXT-7)
Key Concept: 7.1.II
Progressive reformers responded to economic instability, social
inequality, and political corruption by calling for government
intervention in the economy, expanded democracy, greater social
justice, and conservation of natural resources.
(Also, Key Concepts 4.1.II, 6.2.I)
Sample: Multiple-Choice Question Set
1. Which of the following activities from the middle of вЂЁ
the 19th century most closely resembles the Progressive вЂЁ
Era reforms that McGerr describes?
Historical Thinking Skills
в–Є Use of Evidence
в–Є Comparison
(A) Participation by women in moral reform efforts
(B) Calls for the annexation of Texas
(C) Efforts by nativists to restrict immigration
(D) Removal of American Indians from the Southeast to the West
2. Which of the following efforts most directly resulted вЂЁ
from the Progressive Era reform movements?
Historical Thinking Skills
в–Є Use of Evidence
в–Є Causation
(A) Attempts to consolidate large corporations
(B) Local campaigns against urban social problems
(C) Calls to restrict migration from southern and eastern Europe
(D) Plans to develop an extensive social welfare system by the
federal government
Sample: Multiple-Choice Question Set
3. Which of the following movements from the period of 1870 to 1920
would most directly support McGerrвЂ™s argument in the excerpt above?
(A) The movement for temperance and Prohibition, which sought to limit
consumption of alcohol
(B) The movement by good-government advocates, who sought to eliminate
public corruption
(C) The movement by the federal government to conserve and protect
environmental resources
(D) The movement to protect consumers from unfair practices by businesses
Historical Thinking Skills
в–ЄUse of Evidence
в–ЄArgumentation
Sample: Short-Answer Question
(4 Questions; 50 Minutes Total)
United States historians have proposed various events to mark the beginning
of an American identity.
A) Choose ONE of the events listed below, and explain why your choice best represents
the beginning of an American identity. Provide at least ONE piece of evidence to
support your explanation.
в–Є End of the Seven YearsвЂ™ War (French and Indian War) in 1763
в–Є Signing of the Declaration of Independence in 1776
Historical Thinking Skill
Periodization
в–Є Ratification of the U.S. Constitution in 1788
B) Contrast your choice against ONE of the other options, demonstrating why that option
is not as good as your choice.
Learning Objective: ID-1
Students can analyze how competing conceptions of
national identity were expressed in the development of
political institutions and cultural values from the late
colonial through the antebellum periods.
(Also ID-5)
Sample: Long-Essay Question
(Choice Between 2 Questions; 35 Minutes)
Some historians have argued that the development of the policy
of containment after the Second World War marked a turning
point in United States foreign policy. Support, modify, or
refute this contention using specific evidence.
Learning Objective: WOR-7
Historical Thinking Skill
Students can analyze the goals of U.S.
policymakers in major international
conflicts, such as the SpanishAmerican War, World Wars I and II,
and the Cold War, and explain how
U.S. involvement in these conflicts
has altered the U.S. role in world
affairs.
Periodization
Sample: Document-Based Question
(1 Question; 60 Minutes)
Analyze major changes and continuities in the social and
economic experiences of African Americans who migrated
from the rural South to urban areas in the North in the
period 1910вЂ“1930.
Learning Objective: PEO-3
Historical Thinking Skills
Students can analyze the
causes and effects of major
internal migration patterns
such as urbanization,
suburbanization, westward
movement, and the Great
Migration in the 19th and 20th
centuries.
в–Є Continuity/Change вЂЁ
over Time
в–Є Argumentation
в–Є Use of Evidence
в–Є Synthesis
Sample: Stimulus for Multiple-Choice Set
Questions 12вЂ“15 refer to the following quotation.В "
вЂњEconomic growth was indeed the most decisive force in the shaping of attitudes and
expectations in the postwar era. The prosperity of the period broadened gradually in the
late 1940s, accelerated in the 1950s, and soared to unimaginable heights in the 1960s. By
then it was a boom that astonished observers. One economist, writing about the twentyfive years following World War II, put it simply by saying that this was a вЂ�quarter century of
sustained growth at the highest rates in recorded history.вЂ™ Former Prime Minister Edward
Heath of Great Britain agreed, observing that the United States at the time was enjoying
вЂ�the greatest prosperity the world has ever known.вЂ™вЂќ!
!
-James T. Patterson, historian, Grand Expectations: The United States, 1945вЂ“1974, published in 1996
Key Concept: 8.3"
I. Rapid economic and social changes in American society fostered a sense of optimism in the
postwar years as well as underlying concerns about how these changes were affecting American
values. !
A. A burgeoning private sector, continued federal spending, the baby boom, and technological
developments helped spur economic growth, middle-class suburbanization, social mobility, a
rapid expansion of higher education, and the rise of the вЂњSun BeltвЂќ as a political and economic
force.
Sample: Multiple-Choice Question Set
12. Which of the following factors most directly contributed
to the economic trend that Patterson describes?"
!
(A) A surge in the national birthrate!
!
(B) The expansion of voting rights for African Americans!
!
(C) Challenges to conformity raised by intellectuals and
!
artists!
(D) The gradual immersion of dГ©tente with the Soviet Union
13. One significantВ result of the economic trend described
in the excerpt was the"
Historical Thinking Skills
в–Є Use of Evidence
в–Є Causation
Learning Objective: WXT-3
Explain how changes in transportation,
technology, and the integration of the U.S.
economy into world markets have influenced
U.S. society since the Gilded Age.
!
Historical Thinking Skills
в–Є Use of Evidence
в–Є Causation
(A) rise of the sexual revolution in the United States!
(B) decrease in the number of immigrants seeking entry to
the United States!
(C) rise of the Sun Belt as a political and economic force!
Learning Objective: PEO-3
Analyze the causes and effects of major
internal migration patterns such as
urbanization, suburbanization, westward
movement, and the Great Migration in the 19th
and 20th centuries.
(D) decrease in the number of women in the workforce
Sample: Multiple-Choice Question Set
14. Many of the federal policies and initiatives passed in the 1960s address
which of the following about the economic trend described in the excerpt?
(A) Affluence had effectively eliminated racial discrimination
(B) Pockets of poverty persisted despite overall affluence
(C) A rising standard of living encouraged unionization of industrial workers
(D) Private industry boomed in spite of a declining rate of federal spending
Historical Thinking Skills
в–ЄUse of Evidence
в–ЄContextualization
!Learning Objective: POL-3
Explain how activist groups and reform
movements, such as antebellum reformers,
civil rights activists, and social
conservatives, have caused changes to
state institutions and U.S. society.
Sample: Multiple-Choice Question Set
15. The increased culture of consumerism during the 1950s was most
similar to developments in which of the following earlier periods?
(A) The 1840s
(B) The 1860s
(C) The 1910s
(D) The 1920s
Historical Thinking Skills
в–ЄPeriodization
Learning
Objective: CUL-7 "
!
Explain how and why вЂњmodernвЂќ cultural
values and popular culture have grown
since the early 20th century and how
they have affected American politics
and society.
Sample: Short-Answer Question
(4 Questions; 45 Minutes Total)
Answer a, b and c.
A) Briefly explain why ONE of the following options most clearly marks the beginning of
the sectional crisis that led to the outbreak of the Civil War.
в–Є Northwest Ordinance (1787)
в–Є Missouri Compromise (1820)
в–Є Acquisition of Mexican territory (1848)
B) Provide an example of an event or development to support your explanation.
C) Briefly explain why one of the other options is not as useful to mark the beginning of
the sectional crisis.
Learning Objective: ID-2
Assess the impact of Manifest Destiny, territorial
expansion, the Civil War, and industrialization on popular
beliefs about progress and the national destiny of the
U.S. in the 19th century.
Historical Thinking Skill
Periodization
(Also POL-6)
Sample: Long-Essay Question
(Choice Between 2 Questions; 35 Minutes)
1)
Some historians have argued that the American Revolution was not
revolutionary in nature. Support, modify, or refute this interpretation,
providing specific evidence to justify your answer.
!
!
!
!
!
Learning Objective: ID-1
Analyze how competing conceptions of national identity were
expressed in the development of political institutions and cultural
values from the late colonial through the antebellum periods.
(Also POL-5, CUL-4)
Main Historical Thinking Skill
Change and Continuity over Time
OR
2) Some historians have argued that the New Deal was ultimately
conservative in nature. Support, modify or refute this specific
evidence to justify your answer.
Learning Objective: WXT-8
Explain how and why the role of the federal government in
regulating economic life and the environment has changed since the
end of the 19th century.
(Also POL-4)
Main Historical Thinking Skill
Change and Continuity over Time
Sample: Document-Based Question
(1 Question; 60 Minutes)
Analyze major changes and continuities in the social and
economic experiences of African Americans who migrated from
the rural South to urban areas in the North in the period 1910вЂ“
1930.
Learning Objective: PEO-3
Main Historical Thinking Skill
Analyze the causes and effects of
major internal migration patterns such
as urbanization, suburbanization,
westward movement, and the Great
Migration in the 19th and 20th
centuries.
в–Є Continuity/Change вЂЁ
over Time
Other Skills Targeted
в–Є
в–Є
в–Є
в–Є
Argumentation
Use of Evidence
Synthesis
Contextualization
Teacher Support
For teacher support resources and
professional development
opportunities, visit the U.S. History
course home page at:
apcentral.collegeboard.org
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